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ASLH SAYS THANKS

GIFTS GENEROUSLY GIVEN

STEPHEN ZAMORA served on the 

University of Houston Law Center faculty 

from 1978 to 2014, including as Dean 

from 1995 to 2000 and as Leonard B. 

Rosenberg Professor of Law along the 

way.  He founded and directed the Center 

for U.S. and Mexican Law, and also 

served as director of the North American 

Consortium on Legal Education.  He was the lead author of the book 

Mexican Law, published in 2004 by Oxford University Press.  In 

2006, he received the highest distinction awarded by the Mexican 

government to a foreign national, the Order of the Aztec Eagle, in 

recognition of his work in promoting U.S. - Mexican understanding. 

LOIS PARKINSON ZAMORA is Moores 

Professor at the University of Houston and 

served as Dean of the College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences from 1996 to 1999.  

She is an internationally leading scholar 

in comparative study of literature of the 

Americas. Her book, The Inordinate 

Eye: New World Baroque and Latin 

American Fiction (University of Chicago 

Press, 2006), is a comparative study of New World Baroque art, 

architecture and literature and was awarded The Harry Levin Prize 

by the American Comparative Literature Association for the best 

book in comparative literary studies published during 2006 and 

2007.  She is a most enthusiastic and generous supporter of the Law 

Center’s Center for U.S. and Mexican Law.
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Justice Bill Boyce
Fourteenth Court of Appeals

Justice Jeffrey V. Brown
Supreme Court of Texas

Justice Bill Boyce was appointed to the Fourteenth 
Court of Appeals in Houston in December 2007 after 
practicing law for 18 years as an associate and partner 

at Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.  While in private practice, he argued more than 60 
cases in appellate courts throughout Texas and across the country, including the 
Supreme Court of the United States (resulting in a decision reaffirming the time-
of-filing rule for measuring citizenship in diversity cases).  He has been board 
certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Civil Appellate Law since 
1994 and has served on the board’s appellate exam drafting committee.  He has 
been selected as Appellate Judge of the Year by the Texas Association of Civil 
Trial and Appellate Specialists.

Boyce graduated with honors from Northwestern University’s Medill School 
of Journalism in 1985.  Before attending law school, he worked at newspapers 
in Illinois and Oregon.  He graduated with honors from Northwestern University 
School of Law in 1988 and was a law clerk for the Hon. W. Eugene Davis of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

 
Justice Boyce is a member of the Texas Judicial Council; a member of the 

Supreme Court Advisory Committee; an elected member of the American 
Law Institute; an executive committee member of the Garland R. Walker 
American Inn of Court; an adjunct faculty member at the University of Houston 
Law Center; a longtime member of the State Bar of Texas and Houston Bar 
Association appellate practice sections; and a frequent CLE speaker.  His 
community involvement focuses on service as a board member for Healthcare 
for the Homeless – Houston, and on his role as an advisory council member for 
Breakthrough Houston.

 
Boyce is married to Maria Wyckoff Boyce and is the proud father of two 

daughters.

Justice Boyce has written and presented extensively on the histories of 
appellate argument and judicial selection and co-authored a tome on World War 
II history.

Jeff Brown has been a judge for nearly 17 years, 
serving at all three levels of the Texas judiciary. Since 
2013, when appointed by Gov. Rick Perry and sworn 

in by Justice Antonin Scalia, he has served on the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Before reaching the high court, Brown served six years each as judge of the 
55th District Court in Harris County and as a justice on the Fourteenth Court 
of Appeals. He has won three judge-of-the-year awards over the course of his 
career.

A sixth-generation Texan, Justice Brown grew up the son of a 35-year 
police officer. He received his B.A. in English (with a minor in history) from 
the University of Texas at Austin and his law degree, with high honors, from 
the University of Houston. After law school, he worked as a law clerk on the 
Supreme Court of Texas for Justice Greg Abbott. ( Justice Brown is just the fourth 
person to serve as a law clerk on the Supreme Court of Texas and later become a 
justice on the Court.) Brown then worked for Baker Botts in Houston, trying jury 
cases throughout Texas. He is board-certified in civil trial law.

Justice Brown is co-editor of the Texas Rules of Evidence Handbook, an 
1100-page scholarly treatise. He has worked as an adjunct law professor at the 
University of Houston and taught constitutional law at the National Judicial 
College. He is also a longtime member of and leader within The Federalist 
Society and a frequent speaker at the society’s events.

Brown is active in his community. He serves on the advisory board of 
LifeHouse, a Christian maternity home for unwed expectant young mothers, 
and as a leader in his son’s Boy Scout troop. In recognition of his professional 
accomplishments and community service, the Texas Young Lawyers Association 
named him Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas in 2006.

At age 16, the future Justice Brown became an Eagle Scout. In 2016, he 
received the Outstanding Eagle Scout Award from the National Eagle Scout 
Association.

Brown and his wife, Susannah, a high-school English teacher, have been 
married for 26 years. They live in Kyle and have three children. They attend the 
Journey Church in Buda.

Justice Brown is a longtime member of the Board of Trustees of the Texas 
Supreme Court Historical Society. He regards as his most significant contribution 
to legal history his article, The Platonic Guardian and the Lawyer’s Judge: 
Contrasting the Judicial Philosophies of Earl Warren and John M. Harlan, 44 Hous. L. 
Rev. 253 (2007).



Judge Mark Davidson 
Multi-District Litigation Judge

Judge Jennifer Walker Elrod
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit

Judge Mark Davidson served as Judge of the 11th 
District Court for twenty years before his retirement in 
2009. He is now serving as the Multi-District Litigation 

Judge for all asbestos cases in the State of Texas, having been named to that 
position by Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson and the 
Multi-District Litigation Panel of that court. In his current role, he has judicial 
responsibility for the 85,000 asbestos cases pending throughout the state. 

While serving as a district judge, Davidson presided over 450 jury trials and 
cut the backlog in the 11th District Court by 70 percent. In 1993, he was named 
“Trial Judge of the Year” by the Texas Association of Civil Trial and Appellate 
Specialists. From 2002 through 2007, he served as Administrative Judge of Harris 
County.

Judge Davidson is married to Sarah Duckers and has two sons. In his spare 
time, Davidson was the founder and the first Cubmaster of a Cub Scout Pack 
dedicated to the needs of autistic boys and is now the Scoutmaster of a Boy 
Scout Troop with the same mission. In 2003, he was awarded the Arbor Day 
award by Trees for Houston for his role in saving a 93 year old tree on the Harris 
County Courthouse lawn. He also is a regular blood donor and was recently 
awarded a 48 Gallon Mug, recognizing his donations of 384 pints of blood.

Judge Davidson has been extremely active in research about and preservation 
of the history of the Texas Judicial System.  He has published twenty-seven 
articles on legal and judicial history, covering subjects as early as the Republic 
of Texas and as late as a 1971 child custody case involving Yoko Ono Lennon. He 
is a member of the Texas State Bar’s Document Preservation Fund and traveled 
across the state to encourage preservation of court files by the state’s 254 
counties.

For the past eleven years, Jennifer Walker Elrod has 
served as a Circuit Judge on the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, after being confirmed 

by the Senate on a voice vote in 2007.  Before that, Judge Elrod was appointed 
and then twice elected Judge of the 190th District Court of Harris County, Texas, 
where she presided over more than 200 jury and non-jury trials. 

 
Judge Elrod is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Baylor University, where she was 

the Outstanding Graduating Senior in the Honors Program and was later named 
an Outstanding Young Alumna.  She graduated cum laude from Harvard Law 
School, where she was an active member of the Harvard Federalist Society, an 
Ames Moot Court finalist, and a Senior Editor of the Harvard Journal of Law & 
Public Policy.  She clerked for the Honorable Sim Lake in the Southern District 
of Texas.  Before serving on the judiciary, Judge Elrod was in private practice, 
focusing on civil litigation, antitrust, and employment matters.  

Judge Elrod has been repeatedly recognized as a jurist, as well as for her 
pro bono work and contributions to the community. Most recently, she was 
recognized as the Harvard Federalist Society Alumni of the Year and by the Texas 
Association of Civil Trial and Appellate Specialists as the 2016-2017 Appellate 
Judge of the Year.  Judge Elrod was also the recipient of the Texas Center for 
Legal Ethics 2015 Chief Justice Jack Pope Professionalism Award and has been 
named the Judge of the Year by the Mexican-American Bar Association of Texas.  
She received the Judge Thomas Gibbs Gee award for her pro bono work and has 
twice received the President’s Award from the Houston Bar Association. 

Judge Elrod met her husband Hal while both attended Baylor University.  Now 
married for 30 years, they have two daughters.

Among her many other current activities, Judge Elrod serves on the Board of 
Trustees for the Texas Supreme Court Historical Society. At the Society’s History 
of Texas and Supreme Court Jurisprudence Course in April 2017, she portrayed 
Hortense Sparks Ward in Ward’s historic role as Special Chief Justice of the first 
all-woman Supreme Court of Texas in 1925.  Judge Elrod was also instrumental in 
the preservation of Judge R.E.B. Baylor’s court records from his time as a jurist in 
the Republic of Texas. 

Elrod’s most recent article on legal history is Don’t Mess with Texas Judges: In 
Praise of the State Judiciary, 37 Harv J.L. & Pub. Pol’y 629 (2014). 



Justice Kem Frost
Fourteenth Court of Appeals

Judge Vanessa Diane Gilmore 
United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas

Appointed to Texas’s Fourteenth Court of Appeals in 
1999 by then-Governor George W. Bush and elevated to 
Chief Justice in 2013 by then-Governor Rick Perry, Kem 

Frost soon will mark two decades as a Texas jurist. Before taking the bench, she 
enjoyed a fifteen-year civil trial and appellate practice with two Texas-based 
firms. 

A sixth-generation Texan and a native Houstonian, she holds a B.A. and a 
B.B.A. from The University of Texas, a J.D. from Texas Tech Law, and an LL.M. 
from Duke Law. She is an elected member of the American Law Institute and 
sits on the boards of Texas Center for Legal Ethics, Texas Tech Law School 
Foundation, Garland R. Walker American Inn of Court, and Scribes, the American 
Society of Legal Writers. She has received many honors and awards for her 
leadership and service on the bench and in the community.

Frost and her husband Fred have been married since 1988 and have four sons. 
They are active members of their church and community in Katy.

A legal history enthusiast, Chief Justice Frost enjoys studying both how law 
evolves and the roles lawyers and judges play in the process. She has created 
a series of educational programs to examine contemporary issues through the 
lens of legal history. Focusing on legal ethics and professionalism, she helps 
audiences discover how and what today’s practitioners and judges can learn 
from the lawyer-presidents.

Chief Justice Frost is the author, notably for present purposes, of: a concurring 
opinion in Byrd v. State, 192 S.W.3d 69 (Tex. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 2006, pet. 
ref’d) (discussing legal history underlying propriety of Texas juries considering 
parole in assessing punishment); and The Fourteenth at Fifty: Poised for Change, 
Prepared for Challenge, and Pointed toward the Future (outlining the history of 
the Fourteenth Court of Appeals), published last year in The Houston Lawyer 
(September/October 2017) and then reprinted this year in Texas Supreme Court 
Historical Society Journal (Winter 2018). 

In 1994, when Judge Vanessa Diane Gilmore was 
sworn in as a judge of the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Texas, she was the youngest 

sitting federal judge in the nation.  The native of Silver Spring, Maryland was 
also the youngest member of her freshman class at her alma mater, Hampton 
University in Virginia.  Gilmore decided to undertake a career in law after she 
represented herself and won a minor civil lawsuit.  She graduated from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1981.

In 1982, Gilmore began a 13-year tenure at a Houston law firm known as 
Vickery, Kilbride, Gilmore and Vickery, where she specialized in civil litigation.  
Gilmore also became an active member of the Houston civic community, serving 
on the boards of a number of civic and charitable organizations, including a term 
as president of the YWCA of Houston.  She also became involved in the Texas 
political arena while serving as counsel and teacher in the area of election law. 

 
Her civic activities outside of the courtroom brought her to the attention of 

Governor Ann Richards, who in 1991 appointed Gilmore to the Texas Department 
of Commerce Policy Board, where she also served as chairperson from 1992 
to 1994.  Her appointment to that the board made Gilmore the first African-
American to serve that body, which is responsible for increasing business, 
promoting tourism and developing job training in Texas.  In 1993, she also served 
as chairperson of Texans for NAFTA.  In this capacity, she worked regularly with 
diplomatic leaders, including the President of Mexico, to increase U.S. trade 
opportunities.  Judge Gilmore was nominated to the federal bench by President 
Bill Clinton in 1994 and became the first University of Houston graduate to be 
appointed to that bench. 

Judge Gilmore is the co-author of A Boy Named Rocky, a book for the children 
of incarcerated parents, and is a frequent speaker on issues related to these 
children and their families. She has worked on initiatives to help these families 
with access to resources for their children, including the development of a legal 
clinic at Texas Southern University. Gilmore is the author of three other books, 
including Saving the Dream, a novel that she hopes will encourage other 
families and single people to pursue their own dreams of parenting through 
adoption. She is the recipient of numerous civic awards for community service. 
She spent seventeen years on the board of trustees of Hampton University, 
recently completed a term on the board of trustees of the River Oaks Baptist 
School, and currently serves on the board of First Tee of Houston.



Judge David Hittner 
United States District Court for the
Southern District of Texas

Judge Kenneth M. Hoyt 
United States District Judge in the
Southern District of Texas

David Hittner has served as a United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Texas since 1986.  He 
is a graduate of New York University and New York 

University School of Law and is a member of the Texas and New York bars.  

Following law school, Hittner entered the United States Army, where he 
served for two years as an Infantry Captain and Paratrooper.  Upon completing 
military service, he practiced as a trial attorney in Houston for 13 years and 
served as judge of the 133rd District Court from 1978 to 1986.  

Judge Hittner is the recipient of the Samuel E. Gates Award of the American 
College of Trail Lawyers, the college’s highest national recognition for the 
improvement of the litigation process in the United States, and of the Presidents’ 
Award of the State Bar of Texas as the Outstanding Lawyer in Texas.  

Judge Hittner is a member of the American Law Institute, is the author of a 
three-volume book on federal civil practice and procedure, and has published 
over 90 legal articles, including 14 law review articles.

Kenneth M. Hoyt is a Senior United States District 
Judge in the Southern District of Texas. Prior to his 
appointment by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 (the 

second African-American federal judge in the State of Texas), Judge Hoyt served 
as a state trial judge in the 125th District Court for Harris County (1981-82) and 
as a Justice on the First Court of Appeals of Texas (1985-88).  He has authored 
thousands of legal opinions in his 31 years of judicial service and has published 
and presented numerous papers and articles.  

Judge Hoyt has appeared as a panelist for federal and state CLE programs 
and has participated as a faculty member for trial and appellate advocacy CLE 
programs conducted by the State Bar of Texas and local law schools. He has 
served as an adjunct professor at Thurgood Marshall School of Law and as a 
faculty member to the United States Department of Justice - Trial Advocacy 
Institute.

Since taking senior status, Judge Hoyt has remained active in the community 
and in Houston. He is known for participating in public school events, including 
book readings and mock trials at elementary, middle and high schools, colleges, 
and universities. In addition, he speaks to non-profit organizations and churches 
from time to time, including his own church where he teaches the Bible.  

Judge Hoyt and his wife, Vee, are the proud parents of three adult children 
and four grandchildren.

With a world view shaped by his own humble upbringing, Hoyt has said that 
he hopes others will recognize, by his example, the value of public service and 
education.  “In the end, I think America is much better by the generosity of 
those who give so much to society.”



Judge Lynn N. Hughes
United States District Court for the
Southern District of Texas

Former Chief Justice Thomas R. Phillips
Supreme Court of Texas

Lynn N. Hughes, United States District Judge, was 
appointed by President Reagan in 1985. He is a former 
Texas district judge; an adjunct professor at South 

Texas College of Law, 1973-2003; a member of the advisory board for the Law & 
Economics Center, George Mason University, for 12 years; and a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 

Degrees: Alabama, B.A.; Texas, J.D.; Virginia, LL.M.

Among Judge Hughes’s articles are: Floating Back and Forth with Federalism, 
18 Hous. J. Int’l L. 803 (1996); Don’t Make a Federal Case Out of It - Contracts, 
Custom, and Courts in Cyberspace, 25 Am. J. Crim. L. 151 (1997); Neo-Scholasticism: 
Technique, Purpose, and Law Reviews, 37 Hous. L. Rev. 321; and Realism Intrudes: 
Law, Politics, and War, 25 Hous. J. Int’l L. 415 (2003).

Thomas R. Phillips, retired Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas, has been a partner in the 
Austin office of Baker Botts since September 2005, after 

completing nearly 25 years of judicial service.  He concentrates in appellate 
litigation, appearing frequently in state and federal appellate courts.  He also 
participates as a neutral in various forms of alternate dispute resolution.

A native of Dallas, Phillips earned a B.A. from Baylor University in 1971 and 
a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1974.  After serving as a law clerk to Texas 
Supreme Court Justice Ruel C. Walker and practicing law in Houston, he was 
a district judge in Harris County from 1981 to 1988 and Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas from 1988 to 2004.  After leaving the bench, he taught 
for one year at South Texas College of Law in Houston and Dedman School 
of Law at Southern Methodist University in Dallas before returning to private 
practice.

Phillips is past president of the Conference of Chief Justices, past chair of the 
National Center for State Courts board, and a past member of the NCAA Division 
One Committee on Infractions.  He is a member of the American Law Institute, 
a fellow of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, a director of Texas 
Appleseed, and secretary of the Texas Philosophical Society.  He has received 
Baylor University’s Pro Texana Meritorious Achievement Award, the American 
Judicature Society’s Justice Award, the John Ben Shepperd Public Leadership 
Forum’s Outstanding Texas Leader Award, the Dallas CASA’s Champion of 
Children Award, and the Texas Young Lawyers Association’s Outstanding Mentor 
Award.  He has been board certified in civil trial law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization since 1981.

Phillips has a life-long interest in history.  He was a member of the Texas 
Historical Commission from 2005 to 2012, served for many years on the board 
of the Bastrop County Historical Society, and is currently secretary of the Texas 
State Historical Association and a board member of the Texas Supreme Court 
Historical Society.  He has spent decades collecting data on Republic of Texas 
elections, a small part of which is published as Appendix A to the first volume of 
The Texas Senate (Patsy Spaw ed., 1990).  He is author of The Enduring Legacies 
of Judge R.E.B. Baylor, 3 J. Tex. Sup. Ct. Hist. Soc’y 4, 12 (2014) and currently is 
preparing a volume on Texas Supreme Court electoral history.



Justice Ken Wise 
Fourteenth Court of Appeals

Justice Ken Wise was appointed to the 14th Court of 
Appeals by Governor Rick Perry in October 2013. Prior 
to his appointment, he served as the Judge of the 334th 

Judicial District Court in Harris County and Judge of the 152nd Judicial District 
Court in Harris County.

Justice Wise earned his bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University, where 
he competed as a member of the intercollegiate rodeo team.

Justice Wise is active in the service of the bar and the judiciary. He co-chaired 
a State Bar task force that conducted the fi rst complete study of the Texas court 
system since 1894. He also has served as a multi-district litigation judge as well 
as a visiting judge in counties across the State of Texas.

A native Houstonian, Justice Wise is very active in the Houston community. He 
is a director of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo and an advisory director 
of the Former Texas Ranger Foundation. In 2015, the Governor of Kentucky 
commissioned him as a Kentucky Colonel.

 
Wise is a fi fth-generation native Texan with roots dating back to Houston in 

1836. He is married to Sara Wise. They have two children.

Justice Wise is an avid Texas historian. He serves on the Archives Committee 
of the Texas State Historical Association. He is a Trustee of the Texas Supreme 
Court Historical Society and a member of the Supreme Court Task Force on 
Historic Court Record Preservation. He is a member of the Delegados Associate 
Board of the Bryan Museum in Galveston, Texas.

In addition, Justice Wise has written numerous journal articles and given 
dozens of speeches on all aspects of Texas history. He also hosts the Texas 
history podcast Wise About Texas, which has over 250,000 listeners in 96 
countries worldwide. 

DR. HAROLD M. HYMAN, a 

distinguished historian of the American 

Civil War and the Reconstruction Era, is 

William P. Hobby Professor Emeritus at 

Rice University.  He taught previously at 

City College (1950–52), Earlham College 

(1952–55), UCLA (1955-56), Arizona State 

University (1956–57), and UCLA (1963-

68) before coming to Rice in 1968.  Dr. Hyman holds a B.A. from the 

University of California, Los Angeles (1948) and an M.A. (1950) and 

Ph.D. (1952) from Columbia University.  During World War II, he 

served in the Marines in the Pacific.  He served as ASLH president 

from 1994 to 1996 and presided over the Society’s 25tth Anniversary 

Annual Meeting in 1995 in Houston.  Harold Hyman now has lived 

in Houston for half a century.  He currently resides in Brookshire, 

Texas.

CHIEF JUDGE LEE H. ROSENTAL serves 

with great distinction on the United States 

District Court for the Southern District of 

Texas.  Judge Rosenthal holds a B.A. from 

the University of Chicago (1974) and a J.D. 

from the University of Chicago Law School 

(1977).  Immediately following law school, 

she served at law clerk to Chief Judge John 

Robert Brown of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 

Circuit in Houston. She then practiced in Houston at Baker Botts 

(1978-92), becoming a partner in 1985.  She was nominated and 

confirmed to the District Court in 1992, becoming Chief Judge in 

2016.  Judge Rosenthal’s many services to the profession include as 

chair, the Judicial Conference Committee on Rules of Practice and 

Procedure; as member and chair, the Judicial Conference Advisory 

Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure; and in capacities 

too numerous to name in the American Law Institute.
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SPONSORS

UH OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

Established in 1927, the University of Houston empowers students in their pursuit of 
learning, discovery, leadership, and engagement. Located in a sprawling metropolis, our 
premier Tier One central campus provides students with cutting edge programs including 
undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, distance, and continuing education. Ranked among 
the best colleges in America, UH is home to award-winning faculty, innovative research 
centers, one of the most diverse student populations in the nation, and alumni who have 
become international leaders.

The Offi  ce of the Provost houses the Senior Vice President for Academic Aff airs and 
Provost, who is responsible for student access and success. The Offi  ce of the Provost 
initiates and oversees a broad range of programs which benefi t students throughout 
the University of Houston and the community, including undergraduate, graduate, 
continuing, and distance education programs, as well as all academic programs and 
policies. The Offi  ce of the Provost also oversees faculty appointment, promotion, and 
tenure.

The University of Houston Law Center (UHLC) is a dynamic, top tier leading law school. 
It is located in the nation’s 4th largest and most diverse city. UHLC’s Health Law and 
Policy Institute,Institute for Intellectual Property & Information Law,, and part-time 
programs rank in the U.S. News & World Report Top 10. The Law Center is a powerful hub 
of intellectual activity with more than 11 centers and institutes which fuel its educational 
mission and national reputation.

As a part of the UH Law Center, the Insti tute for Intellectual Property & Information Law 
is located in one of the largest and most diverse metropolitan areas in the United States. 
Houston is among the top fi ve markets in the United States for IP & IL, with thousands 
of these specialists working in corporations, law fi rms, universities, the Texas Medical 
Center (the world’s largest), and NASA. Indeed, the Houston Intellectual Property Law 
Association is among the most infl uential IP bar organizations in the country, boasting 
many leaders of national IP groups. along with its active amicus and continuing legal 
education activities.

The Center for U.S. and Mexican Law is the fi rst research center in any U.S. law school 
devoted to the independent, critical study of Mexican law and legal aspects of U.S. – 
Mexico relations. Research topics include: Energy Law, Health Law, Immigration Law, 
Corporate Law, and Human Rights.


